
News&Notes
MAY–JUNE 2010

PLYMOUTH-CANTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Accredited by the National Association 

for the Education of Young Children

Summer will be here before we know it!
Registration is now under way for our

summer programs. Our policy is first-come,
first served, so please sign up soon. The
camp runs for nine weeks beginning
Monday, June 21. There is a minimum
three-week sign-up, and both part-time and
full-time programs are available. 

Each week of the summer program has its
own theme, along with classroom projects
and crafts. A special in-house activity or a
field trip is also offered each week. We take
advantage of the wonderful summer weather,
playing on the playgrounds, running through
the sprinklers, and having special Pop sicle
treats out-of-doors. The children utilize the
Montessori classroom for the program, and
basic manipulative materials are available
along with special summer materials. 

If you have older children and are inter-
ested in a summer camp program for them,
our Dearborn Heights Montessori Center
offers summer sessions for preschool through
upper elementary children. Please look for
the DHMC brochure on the hallway table.

Summer is a perfect time to encourage
children to explore nature and participate in
new activities such as cooking, creative dra-
matics, sports, and art. Parents can also take
advantage of magical summertime by
encouraging their children to explore. Here
are some ideas on fostering curiosity in chil-
dren, shared by Marge Kennedy in Work &
Family Life (April 2009): 
n Let kids handle anything they can safely
handle. Children need to touch things that fill
their environment. For example, climbing a
tree or walking through a mud puddle should
not be something a child wonders about but
never gets to experience. Given the opportu -
nity, few children can resist taking something
apart to see how it works or mixing various
ingredients just to see what might happen.

n Show your sense of wonder. Observe 
the world around you, and you’ll encourage
your children to do the same. Invite a 
creative response by asking questions such 
as “What do you think is inside?” or “Let’s
see how it works.” or “What if you turned it
on that side?”
n Provide tools to stimulate curiosity. A
tape measure can get a young child wonder-
ing how long things are. A magnifying glass,
microscope, or telescope can offer a closer
look. And, of course, books are primary tools.
n Note connections. Make comparisons.
Talk about how things relate and interrelate.
For example, “How is a guitar like a violin?
How is it different?”

Looking at creativity from the perspective
of what stifles it, here are some thoughts on
what not to do. In The Creative Spirit
(Plume, 1993), a book based on a PBS series
on creativity, authors Daniel Goleman, 
Paul Kaufman, and Michael Ray point out
these common ways adults discourage 
creativity in children:
n Surveillance: Hovering over kids—mak-
ing them feel that they’re constantly being
watched while they are working—can cause
the risk-taking, creative urge to go under-
ground and hide.
n Evaluation: When we constantly make
kids worry about how they are doing, 
they ignore satisfaction with their accom-
plishments.
n Rewards: The excessive use of prizes
deprives a child of the intrinsic pleasure of
creative activity. 
n Competition: Putting kids in a win-lose
situation, where only one person can come
out on top, negates the process that enables
children to progress at their own rates.
n Over-control: Constantly telling kids

Summer is the time to explore
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Graduation ceremony 
to honor kindergartners
We will be honoring our graduating
kindergarten children with a brief cere-
mony and refreshments on Thursday,
June 3 at 5 p.m. We have seen so much
growth in the children during their years
at the school. Their self-confidence,
enthusiasm for learning, and range of
knowledge are truly inspiring. The chil-
dren have formed close relationships
with their classmates and with their
teachers. We will miss them, but wish
them well in their continuing studies.
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Why authentic Montessori? 
An authentic Montessori education is a lifetime gift for children

It’s the time of year when parents
are asked to make enrollment

commitments. There are many
options available—some free,
some tuition-based—including
other Montessori schools. I hope
you’ll continue giving your child
the lifetime gift of an authentic
Montessori education. Below are
some reasons to stay at Plymouth-
Canton Montessori, and to 
consider Dearborn Heights Mon -
tes sori Center if you are the par-
ent of a graduating kindergartner.

There is value in experience.
Both schools are very close to the
40-year mark (DHMC at 39
years and PCMS at 38 in
2010–11), and DHMC has been
offering top-quality elementary
and middle school programs for
26 years. We know what works,
and we practice it every day. As
you will read below, our students
make us proud, not only in their
performance while they are with
us, but also after they graduate. 

Safety
Our students are safe, both phys-
ically and emotionally. Policies
and procedures related to physical
safety are firmly in place. And in
contrast to many other schools, it
is safe to be smart, to be polite, to
ask questions, to make a mistake,
to be different, to tell the truth.
Our teachers truly know their
students and create a safe haven
in every respect.

Impressive test scores
DHMC students’ composite
scores on standardized achieve-
ment tests are consistently sev -
eral grades above their actual 
grade level. Performance is high
despite the fact that we do 
not teach to the test, and spend
minimal time preparing for it.

Depth and richness 
of program
We offer so much more than the
basics. Field trips, in-house pre-
senters, art, music, foreign lan-
guage, physical education, and
technology complement a rich
curriculum that encourages dis-
covery and in-depth exploration.
Individualized instruction tar-
gets lessons to each child’s level
of understanding. Other “extras”

at DHMC include after-school
classes, athletic teams, and com-
munity service.

Stability
Financial stability, staff stability,
and a stable administrative team
characterize our schools. We’re fast
approaching the 40-year mark,
still going strong, and heading
confidently into the future.

Happy kids
Happy kids go to school here—
kids who love to learn, who love
to come to school, who love their
friends and their teachers.

Amazing graduates
DHMC graduates are accepted at
the high schools of their choice,
and thrive when they get there.
Schools our recent graduates are
attending include Brother Rice,
Catholic Central, Cran brook,
Dearborn High, Detroit Country
Day, Divine Child, Fordson,
Gabriel Richard, Green hills,
Mercy High School, Plymouth

High School, and University of
Detroit Jesuit. The maturity and
self-possession of these young
people are remarkable.

Character
The academic success of our 
students is important, but is, in
our view, secondary to character.
We care most about the kind 
of people these children will
grow up to be. Loosely defined,

character is doing the right thing
when no one is looking. This
internalized sense of integrity—
of moral and ethical conduct
that is indepen dent of external
control—is the overriding goal
of our program.

Respect
Children are treated with respect
and in turn are expected to
behave respectfully. They are
trusted to do the right thing, and
their conduct justifies that trust.
We receive many compliments
from outside presenters who are
impressed by the students’ inter-
est, attentiveness, and thought-
ful questions.

Independence
In developmentally appropriate
ways, children acquire an array of
self-management skills. They learn
to be responsible for their work,
their belongings, and the school
environment. They develop confi-

Instilling an internalized sense 

of integrity—of moral and ethical conduct

that is inde pen dent of external control—is

the overriding goal of our program.

Workshop 
focuses on why

Montessori works
PCMS staff members Diane

Cook, Lori Donaldson, Karol
Doody, Linda Myers, and

Donna Tooley attended “Why
Mon tessori Works,” the Mich i -

gan Montessori Society’s spring
workshop on April 17. In this

two-session seminar, Dr. Steven
Hughes presented a pediatric

neuropsychologist’s view of
Mon  tessori education, showing
how our brain-based approach
provides an unparalleled foun-
dation for the development of

academic, social, and executive
functions critical for advanced
problem-solving and lifetime

success. He also discussed the
referral process for children

with common childhood dis -
orders that impact their emo-

tional, developmental, or 
learning status.  



NEWS & NOTES 3

how to do things often leaves children feeling 
like their originality is a mistake and any explo-
ration a waste of time.
n Restricting choice: Telling children which
activities they should engage in instead of letting
them follow where their curiosity and passion lead
again restricts active
exploration and experi-
mentation that might
lead to creative discovery
and production.
n Pressure: Estab lish ing
gran diose expectations
for a child’s performance
often ends up instilling
aversion for a subject or
activity. Unrea sonably
high expectations often
pressure children to per-
form and conform within
strictly prescribed guide-
lines, and, again, deter
experimentation, exploration, and innovation.
Grandiose expectations are often beyond children’s
developmental capabilities.

School year is winding down
There is still a lot of learning and fun at PCMS 
in the weeks ahead. Our graduating kindergart-
ners are looking forward to their field trip to the
Leslie Science Center in Ann Arbor on Friday,
May 21. This is a popular educational trip for
both children and parents. The program focuses
on how animals use their senses, and we will be
out walking the nature trail and looking at dif -

ferent animals in the interpretive center.
As this newsletter was being prepared, the 

children were getting ready for our music pro-
grams in May. Directed by Linda Christensen,
these programs are the exciting culmination of 
the year’s music studies. Children are proud to 

give guests a sampling of 
what they have learned
throughout the year. We
hope you got lots of 
good pictures of your
children’s perfor mances.

Our end-of-the-school-
year potluck picnic will
be held at the Canton
Township Park South
Pavilions on Wednesday,
June 16. We have
reserved two pavilions,
and there will be ample
opportunity to play on
the play structure and

cool down at the waterscape. Those reserving
pavilions will have exclusive use of the water park
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., so bring your bathing suits
and towels! We’ll be posting a sign-up sheet soon
for potluck dishes. (Please remember to bring your
own beverage!)

We wish to thank all parents for entrusting their
children to us this school year. We hope you and
your children have enjoyed your year at PCMS.
Each year we marvel at the growth we see in the
children. It has been a privilege to be able to serve
as your children’s guides.

—Linda Myers and Elaine Rauch

Summer is the time to explore continued from page 1

dence in themselves as individuals
and as members of a group.

We are the world
Our culturally diverse commu -
nity welcomes and celebrates
individual differences, at the
same time recognizing and 
appreciating things we have in
common. We also care about the
natural world, and by word and
example emphasize “green.”

Our door is always open
We welcome families and encour-
age participation. Meetings,
events, parenting classes, discus-
sion groups, volunteer opportu-
nities—there are many ways to be
involved, and we love to see you! 

Authenticity
The Montessori name is not
patented, and is often attached to
programs that are “Montessori”

in name only. We are the real
thing in both philosophy and
practice, with properly trained
staff, well-equipped classrooms,
and a long history of success.
Authentic Montessori works! 

Montessori school 
is finalist in White
House challenge
Clark Montessori Junior &
Senior  High School in Cin cin -
nati was a runner-up in the
Race to the Top High School
Com mencement Chal lenge,
launched in Feb ruary by the
White House and the Depart -
ment of Education.

The contest invited public
high schools to show how they
are challenging their students 
to excel in academics, take per-
sonal responsibility for their 
education, and graduate high
school ready for college and
career. More than a thousand
schools applied, and Clark Mon -
tessori was one of three finalists.

President Barack Obama 
will deliver the commencement
address at the winning school,
Kala ma zoo (Michigan) Central
High School. A Cabinet secre-
tary or senior administration
official will deliver the com-
mencement address at each 
of the runner-up schools.

A group of Clark Montessori
students prepared the school’s
application, which included
four essay questions, school
achievement data, and a two-
minute video promoting the
school. “It’s all the kids’ work,”
says principal Rupa Townsend.

Clark Mon tessori is the
nation’s first public Montessori
high school.

Artwork by Alexandrea Capatina, 6
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Our year has been a grand success 
What a grand success our Art

Day was in March! The
children (and parents) enjoyed art
activities in all of the classrooms
and T-shirt painting in the day
care room.

March was our cultural pre -
sentation month, and we were 
fortunate to have some of our 
parents visit to tell us about 
other countries. Sachiko Reidy,
Elizabeth’s mother, told us
about Japan and taught us 
how to say hello in Japanese
(konichiwa). Vibha Shende,
Devansh’s mother, and Manini
Moudgal, Prithvi Vishak’s
mother, told us all about India.
The children learned to say hello
in Hindi (namaste); Hindi is 
the national language of India.
They also learned about the
food, transportation, clothes,
occupations, sports, capitals, and
famous monuments related to
these two countries.

Working on our own
We are proud to announce that
our children have become fairly
independent. They need very 
little help in the classroom and
have become very self-reliant.
They are enjoying the outdoors,
observing the signs of spring, 
and exploring the activities of
different bugs and plants.

As part of our spring activi-
ties, each of our children planted
seeds of a nasturtium flower. It
has been heartwarming to watch
each child checking for the
sprouts every day.

Growth in the classroom
Practical Life activities are consid-
ered the foundation of a Mon -
tessori education and encourage
children to become independent
and initiate respect and love
toward their work. In this area of
the classroom, our children are
polishing pennies with due dili-
gence. Painting has also become

extremely popular among the
children.

In our Sensorial area, the stu-
dents have learned about paral-
lelograms, trapezoids, squares,
hexagons, pentagons, and vari-
ous other regular shapes. They
have also learned about color
tablets that enable the children 
to grade the shades of a color
from dark to light.

In math, some of our children
have been working on addition,
subtraction, and multiplication.
We will soon be learning about
basic concepts of time.

Language development occurs
throughout the classroom through
books, group-time activities, and
vocabulary words. We are con -
tinuing our work on sound les-
sons, rhyming words, vocabulary

building, sequencing, picture
matching, and blending sounds
to build words. 

In geography, we have been
learning about the continent of
Africa.

In science, we will be studying
about the life cycles of a frog and
a butterfly. We will be getting
caterpillars of the painted lady
butterfly so that we can observe
first-hand the life stages of a but-
terfly. Recently, our children had
the privilege of observing and
learning about different animal
classifications (mammals, reptiles,
amphibians, and birds) when a
rabbit, a turtle, a frog, and a bird
visited us from the Leslie Science
Center of Ann Arbor.

Manini Moudgal, Prithvi
Vishak’s mother, generously pre -

Elizabeth Reidy (right) watches as mom Sachiko tells our 
class all about Japan. This was one of several multicultural 
pre sentations we enjoyed in March.
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Your children have blossomed
It’s hard to believe that it’s almost the end of the

school year. Time flies when we are having a lot of
fun. We have had many exciting events throughout
the school year, and the children have blossomed. 

The kindergarten children will be graduating and
heading off to new schools. They will be setting new
goals and making new friends in the first grade. We
wish them all the best as they make their way. We
will miss them greatly. This year’s graduating kinder-
garten children are Nala Gallaher, Sahana Kotha,
Amelia Krupka, Jacob Maibach, Nathan Orr,
Milan Pandit, Londyn Ptasznik, Kai Schroeder,
and Autumn Glombowski.

Pride in our work
Our class has enjoyed many wonderful experi-
ences recently. We would like to thank Jennifer
Feng-Smith (Ian’s mom) for her presentation on
Chinese calligraphy. Jennifer wrote the name of
our school in Chinese characters, which we have
hanging in the classroom. 

After a relaxing spring break in April, Grand -
parents’ Day was a big success. Children were beam-
ing with pride as they showed their work to their
grandparents and other special visitors. 

As part of Earth Day, we focused on recycling,
conserving energy, and planting trees. 

Moms’ Night was a lovely ending to April. The
children were very enthusiastic about spending time
with their moms in the classroom.

In May, we put our music studies in the spotlight
with a presentation to family and friends. The chil-
dren worked hard rehearsing many of the songs and
concepts they learned throughout the school year.
We hope you enjoyed the program.

The children poured all their love into making
greeting cards and gifts for their moms for
Mothers’ Day. We hope all the moms enjoyed their
special treat.

We have been studying a few simple topics of
physics such as magnets, surface tension, color mix-
ing, launching paper rockets in the air using bal-
loons, and static electricity. We also studied the solar
system, learning the names of all the planets. The
children had lots of fun crawling through a pretend
outer space. As part of our continuing study of
nature, the children have been introduced to the
parts of a flower. We also hatched some painted lady
butterflies and learned the life cycle of a butterfly. 

Congratulations and thanks
We extend congratulations to Lili Hafezi and her
mom and dad, Lisa and Fred, on the arrival of their
new baby boy, Majid.

We also extend hearty birthday wishes to those
children who are celebrating their birthdays in the
months of May and June: Prakul Balaji, Conor
Bambery, Helen Caherty, Andrew Cardenas,
Avinash Ignaczak, Sofia Michalak, and Cecilia
Tsang. Summer celebrants are Christopher Bali,
Kaylen Bourdage, Suhani Chavan, Drew Fletcher,
John Hetherman, Landen Kowalski, Aditya
Kutty, Keaton Mazure, and Vivian Tieu. 

Last but not least, we would like to thank all
the parents for the support and encouragement
you have given us throughout the year. We have
enjoyed working with your precious little ones.
Have a great summer and keep in touch.

—Sudha Kosgi, Anne Marsh, 

Mita Shah, and Diane Kwiatkowski

sented to our class a set of flash
cards related to ocean creatures.
The children show immense
enthusiasm for and interest in
these cards and have started play-
ing memory games. They are also
learning special characteristics of
each living being. 

Thank you to all the grand -
parents, moms, and other guests
who visited our classroom on
Grandparents’ Day and Moms’
Night. The children really enjoy

showing visitors all the special
things they do in their classroom.

Birthdays and grads
We are looking forward to more
wonderful days ahead. In May
and June, we will be celebrating
the birthdays of the following
children: Revati Ignaczak and
David Andrew Smith. Summer
celebrants are Olivia Asam, Yash
Bingi, Elizabeth Reidy, and
Gregory Tong.

We bid farewell to our grad -
uating kindergartners and wish
them much success: Jacob
Brown, Alexandrea Capatina,
Sabeen Malik, Nikhil Patel,
Madeline Shields, Elena Vallis,
and Ava Wilberding. We will
miss you!

—Sudha Shekar, 

Diane Kwiatkowski, and 

Jeannie Michalak
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A wondrous year comes to a close
We are finishing our study of

vertebrates with the last
group of animals—birds. Spring
is a perfect time to find out about
this group as we see them busily
feeding and hear them calling to
one another. In science we have a
picture of the parts of a bird to
color and label. We also have pic-
tures of the parts of a penguin. We
are learning about nest shapes and
how beak shapes are designed for
different feeding habits.

Recently the Leslie Science
Center came to PCMS to tell us
about the animals in the verte-
brate group. We got to see an
amphibian (turtle) in action
waddling along, touch its cara-
pace (shell), and hear about 
its defense mechanism (pulling
into its shell). We saw a small 
falcon on a leash, heard its chirp,
and saw the flutter of its feathers

and wings as it stretched. We
talked about the fish group and
then went on to visit with a 
most beloved mammal—a cud-
dly rabbit. We got to hear her,
touch her, and watch as she
hopped about.

We are now working on our
study of invertebrates: mollusks
(snails, octopus), crustaceans
(lobster, krill), and insects (bees,
butterflies).

Independence grows
In Practical Life, we have been
preparing pickles to eat. The chil-
dren select a pickle spear, and
using the serrated edge of a plas-
tic knife, cut the pickle into bite-
size pieces. They then sit to eat
the “fruits of their labor.” Along
with cutting, we have practiced
spreading butter or jelly on bread
and crackers. 

At the end of these activities,
the children carefully clean up

their work and put it away, 
leaving the area ready for the
next person. Hygiene is part of
food preparation—hands are
cleaned with soap and water
before work begins. 

Another new Practical Life
work is a favorite: baby washing.
The children fill a basin with
water, add soap, and carefully
wash a baby doll using a baby
wash cloth. 

These and other Practical Life
skills help the children work in 
an independent, concentrated,
coordinated way. These more
involved skills are a challenge and
therefore a joy to the children as
they gain control of their bodies,
hands, and minds.

Sharing cultures is fun
During Multicultural Week in
March, we were treated to two

Artwork by Kaylen Bourdage, 4
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presentations about countries in
Asia. Xin Zheng, Alan’s mother,
and Bo Ren, Nathan’s mother,
came in together to talk about
China—the land, people, dress,
and language. The children lis-
tened to Chinese words and
repeated them with surprisingly
good articulation. They got to
see Chinese writing (characters)
and got to guess the meaning of
sev eral of them. Most of the time
they were correct! The children
then got to dress up in the beau-
tiful and artistic silk garments
that these moms brought in. The
children were very excited and
had a wonderful time.

Ella Kim’s mom, Jane, came
in to tell us about South Korea.
She read Brown Bear, Brown
Bear, What Do You See? to us 
in Korean and taught us the
sounds in the Korean alphabet.
In some cases, they sounded
much the same as our vowel
sounds. We learned the words
for grandma, grandpa, hello, and
good-bye. It was fun to have 

Mrs. Kim and Ella teach us
about this Asian country.

Nature lessons blossom
Our class is growing beans and
sunflowers to bring home to
transplant. We will use a control
group of plants—one to cover to
see if plants really need light, and
one to grow on a paper towel to
see if dirt is necessary. We also
will have one plant that we will
refrain from watering to see if
water is important.

We will soon be releasing the
butterflies we received as cater -
pillars. We enjoyed watching the
caterpillars attach to the top of the
cage and form a chrysalis. We will
sing the butterfly song the chil-
dren learned in music class when
we release these lovely creatures
into nature.

Best wishes…
We would like to take this time to
recognize our graduating kinder-
garten children. Best wishes to
Nia Gallaher, Elizabeth Ludlow,

Jack Scartelli, and Eric Wang.
We wish you much success in
your journey! 

We extend birthday wishes to
our May and June celebrants:
Isabelle Barone, Anaka Kotha,
Kate Parambo, Jack Patel, Sonia
Sidhu, Alexandria Williams,
and Alan Zheng. We send greet-
ings also to our summer birthday
children: Liviana Capatina and
Krish Patel.

It has been a wondrous year.
Our hearts have melted many
times as we have witnessed the
children’s joy in learning and their
kindness and helpfulness to one
another. From the youngest to the
oldest, they all have grown in
social skills, self-esteem, inde-
pendence, and academic skills.
Our best wishes to all these lovely
children and loving parents as you
enjoy this summer. You all have
been an important part of our
lives and happiness.

—Karol Doody, Beth McGinnis, 

and Carolyn Pelli

Karol’s class had fun dressing up in traditional Chinese silk outfits brought in by Xin Zheng
(Alan’s mom) and Bo Ren (Nathan’s mom). Front row, from left: Alan Zheng, Liviana Capatina,
Kate Parambo, Khalil Nathoo, and Kendall Ptasznik. Back row, from left: Aidan Ayala, Shreyas
Nath, Alexander Mentzer, Sonia Sidhu, Jack Scartelli, Isabelle Barone, and Nathan Ren. 
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EXTENDED DAY

Well prepared for new adventures
This year has flown by as the

Extended Day children have
grown in so many ways: academic
learning, social skills, indepen -
dence. The children have learned
about the world and its many
peoples, as well as their own place
in the world and how they are the
same as or different from others.
They’ve learned about interacting
successfully with others while
sharing work tasks and having fun
at play. They’ve learned about
indepen dence as they’ve made
choices on their own and experi-
enced the outcomes. They’ve
learned confidence as they’ve had
turns to lead and turns to follow.
They’ve experienced pride as
they’ve watched their own abilities
grow. They’ve felt joy in their
hearts about who they are and
their relationship with others.
And they feel excitement as they
think about the adventures to be
had in new classrooms next year.

The learning and growing has
been a yearlong process as new
skills were built upon the ones
previously learned. As experi-
ences were processed, absorbed,
and reprocessed with more infor-
mation, they resulted in deeper
understandings in concepts of
academics, self, and others. 

Exploring our world
We continue to learn more
about the world as we study
Australia: its people, animals,
ocean life, and reefs. We are also
studying Antarctica and its ani-
mal inhabitants on land and sea.
We have discussed the impor-
tance of this frozen continent to
our world.

We enjoyed a visit from Paul
and Jennifer Vallis, Elena’s par-
ents, who shared their knowl-
edge of Greece. We talked about
the country’s 3,000-year history,
kept diligently by its people. We
repeated many words from the
Greek language and found that

some sounded a little like our
own English words. It was fun to
hear Mr. Vallis read Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See? in
Greek. It was even more fun to
take turns trying on traditional
Greek clothes.

We have dissected sprouting
bean seeds to identify the seed
covers, seed food, root, and leaf
parts. After the plant grew to a
seedling size, we dissected again
to identify roots, root hairs, stem,
and leaves. Although we will not
experience the flowering of our
bean plants at school, we will read
about the flowers’ contribution to
making more bean seeds as the
life cycle of a bean plant goes on. 

We have taken spring walks
and have enjoyed the transition
from winter into spring. We are
documenting our walks with
photos and posting them in the
classroom to watch nature’s

amazing progress from season to
season. We look forward to dis-
covering the changes that sum-
mer will bring.

Our visit to the Canton
Health Exploration Station in
April offered us a hands-on expe-
rience of topics we’ve discussed
such as good food choices and
how our bodies function. It was
a great review of our study of the
five senses we use each day and
how to keep our bodies healthy. 

On a roll with numbers
We’ve been using our “Guess ing
Jar” to guess quantities of items.
Our skills are growing as we add
or take away items. We also
count the items by groups of 10. 

Our many number experi-
ences have led us to a very
favorite work we call the “num-
ber roll.” Children write the
numbers 1 to 100 on a scroll of
squared paper. Once they have
written 100, they may be fin-
ished, continue on (some will
get to well over 1,000), or make
new number rolls counting by
twos, fives, or tens. As the chil-
dren experience the number pat-
terns and process of writing the
numbers on paper, their under-
standing of higher numbers is
often solidified.

In group lessons we’ve had
fun learning what multiplication
is all about. We take bead bars
(for example, the five bar holds
five blue beads) and count the
bar a specified number of times
to arrive at the answer to a mul-
tiplication problem.

We’ve also learned that divi-
sion is a matter of taking a group
of beads and sorting them into 
a specified number of piles and
seeing how many are in each pile.

Come visit next year
It is certainly hard to say good-
bye as these third-year Mon -
tessorians move on to other

Elena Vallis wears Greek 
garb during a presentation
she and her parents made 
to our class about Greece.
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experiences. It makes us happy,
though, to know they have had a
very positive experience during
their year with us. We hope they
will come back to visit and tell us
about what they are doing and

what they are learning. They
may even bring a favorite book
to our class to read to the chil-
dren. All are welcome to visit
next year or anytime in the
future. It is most defin itely a

thrill for us teachers, but it’s also
exciting for the classroom chil-
dren to see and hear about these
“big kids” who were once just
their age at Montessori school.

—Karol Doody and Beth McGinnis

MUSIC

Music inspires our imaginations 
We have welcomed in a beautiful spring. In

music class, we have learned many songs that
have to do with nature, including “Springtime Is
Coming,” “The Butterfly Song,” and “Pitter Pat.” 

We have continued our work on music com-
posers. March was the month for Edvard Grieg. The
children really loved hearing the fairy tale of Peer
Gynt, an adventurer who traveled the world. The
music tells of the people he met along the way. Of
course we listened to “Morning Mood” and “In the
Hall of the Mountain King.” The children pre -
tended that they were going to a castle on a moun-
tain. The king was not very nice and they hurried
away. We listened and moved to other works by
Grieg also. We used scarves to move to “Erotikon,”
and we galloped to the Symphonic Dances in G. 

In April we learned about Igor Stravinsky, who
composed music for ballets. The children loved the
story of The Firebird—we acted out the characters
while listening to the music. We pretended to be
parts of nature while listening to music from The
Rite of Spring ballet. It is wild, violent music quite
unlike what you would expect of spring music. We
also listened to the ballet Petrushka, which provided
another chance to pretend as we moved to the music. 

We will close out the school year learning about

each of the families of the orchestra. As we listen to
their special sounds, we will learn that the orchestra
combines many different instruments and sounds to
produce beautiful music.

As this newsletter was being prepared, we looked
forward to welcoming families to school for our
music programs—the perfect opportunity to observe
your children in a music setting. This year, instead of
using the day care room for our spring concert, we
planned to use your child’s classroom. We hoped that
by sitting in a circle as they usually do for music class,
the children would benefit from the casual atmos-
phere and be a bit more comfortable. We hope you
enjoyed the performance!

I encourage you to participate in some musical
activities during the summer months with your chil-
dren. Research shows that children who listen to
music or study an instrument experience a wide
range of benefits. Many experts believe that the ear-
lier a child is exposed to music, the greater the bene-
fits will be to that child. There are opportunities to
attend free concerts in the park in most communi-
ties. Please take time to share some of your favorite
music with your children. You will all benefit from
this special time spent involved with music. 

—Linda Christensen

Artwork by Priya Peter, 4
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FRENCH 

A fun year in French class
Your children have been very

busy dans la classe de français
(in French class)! They have had
the opportunity to hear and
repeat words and phrases in
French and to take part in games
and activities that give them
hands-on and verbal experience
with familiar items. 

We began the year with greet-
ings, weather, numbers, and col-
ors. Your children have learned
how to say “I’m fine / OK / sick,”
“I have a headache / sore throat,”
and “I’m thirsty / hungry / tired.”
To learn weather words, we
would look out our windows and
describe the conditions: beauti-
ful, raining, snowing, windy, hot,
or cold. We counted to 10, and
we looked for colors in our class-
room and the world beyond: red,
yellow, blue, green, purple,
orange, brown, pink, gray, black,
and white.

During our classes, we have
played many games of Bravo (like

Bingo), match/memory, and big
and small. We filled a vase with
color ful flowers; arranged pretend
food on plates; played au super-
marché (“at the super market”)
complete with a cash register, 
grocery cart, and pretend food;
dressed paper dolls; and unpacked
and packed a suitcase with real
children’s clothes. 

We added cows, horses, tur-
tles, ducks, chickens, sheep, cats,
dogs, goats, and geese to our own
paper farms, and we loaded our
zoo trains with paper cutouts of
elephants, crocodiles, giraffes,
zebras, bears, deer, monkeys,
gorillas, and kangaroos. 

The children enjoyed scoop-
ing ice cream flavors (pom-poms
of pink, brown, and white) into
paper cones. They filled baskets
with spring items and decorated
large paper trees and baskets
with ornaments of the season. In
the spring we had a gift hunt and
an egg hunt, in which the chil-
dren searched the room for tiny

gift boxes and eggs filled with
small decorations representing
some of our vocabulary words.

We placed Velcro vehicles—
cars, trains, police cars, taxis, air-
planes, buses, bikes, fire trucks,
trucks, and tractors—on a large
Velcro neighborhood and then
had the opportunity to do the
same on individual paper neigh-
borhoods. The children filled
their paper homes with love. We
learned words for family—la
famille (sounds like “love for
me”)—and family members:
mother, father, grandmother,
grandfather, sister, brother, baby,
and animals/pets. We used pic-
tures of people in magazines to
learn these words.

This is only part of what we
have learned in French class. It
has been a fun year dans la classe
de français.

—Au revoir et merci, 

Becky Wattleworth 

(aka Madame Becky)

DAY CARE

Practical lessons empower children
Spring has sprung, and summer is right around

the corner. The beautiful spring weather has
allowed for a lot of outdoor play and for some
nature walks too. The children have noticed the dif-
ferent birds and their songs, as well as the beautiful
leaves on the trees and the many different insects
that are now crawling and flying about.

We’ve had many discussions about spring
weather and how we can stay safe if the weather is
severe. At school if there is a severe weather warn-
ing, the children are taken to the designated “safe
place.” We have had several practice sessions, and
the children know how to respond to the weather
whistle. Having knowledge of what to do in dif -
ferent situations often empowers children and
helps them to feel secure. 

The bottom loft recently became the “flower
shop.” Children take turns creating beautiful floral
arrangements and putting them on the tables for

the other children and teachers to enjoy. They also
take “orders” for bouquets, and after the order is
filled, they deliver it to the student or teacher who
placed the order. Books, puzzles, paper flowers, and
flower matching cards are also in the room for the
children to enjoy.

The children appreciate coming in to all the
changes in the room at the beginning of each month.

Speaking of witnessing changes, it has been our
privilege to have had a part in your children’s day
and to have witnessed all their growth. 

We look forward to seeing many of the chil-
dren at our summer program and in the fall. To
our graduating students, we bid you a fond
farewell and invite you to stop by and see us
whenever you can.

—Diane Cook, Martha Almon, Parul Desai, 

Lori Donaldson, Leslie Hennes, Renee Smokovitz, 

Donna Tooley, and Annette Walsh
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Grandparents spend a special day at PCMS
Grandparents and other special guests visited the school on Friday, April 16. Top left: Zoe Cialella
(center) with grandparents Carole & Anthony Cialella (left) and Carol & Dan Carlson n Top right:
Jacob Brown and grandpa Larry Brown n Middle left: Aidan Ayala with grandpa Steve Sucharski
n Middle right: Nathan Ren (center) with Jiali Zhou (left) and Shuping Tao n Bottom left: 
Anushka Shah with grandparents Rekhaben & Ashokbhai Shah n Bottom right: Isha Patel (left)
with grandma Kala Patel and classmate Nikhil Patel



DATES TO REMEMBER
May 
21 Friday Kindergarten graduation trip. Graduating kindergarten children visit Leslie

Science Center in Ann Arbor.

31 Monday Memorial Day. NO CLASSES. NO DAY CARE.

June
3 Thursday Kindergarten graduation. 5 p.m. 

7–11 Monday–Friday Theme Week: Special dress or activity each day.
n Monday, June 7: Backward Day (wear your clothing the wrong way)
n Tuesday, June 8: Favorite Color Day (wear your favorite color)
n Wednesday, June 9: Pajama Party (wear your jammies)
n Thursday, June 10: Hat Day (wear a fun hat)
n Friday, June 11: Crazy Hair Day (wear your hair with wild style)

11 Friday In-house presentation: Beverly Meyer, the Music Lady, sings with the children.

15 Tuesday Last day of classes.

16 Wednesday Family Picnic at Canton Township Park. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. No classes. Day
care available until 11 a.m.

21 Monday Summer session begins.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL

45245 Joy Road
Canton, MI 48187

734-459-1550
www.pcmontessori.org

Artwork by Gregory Tong, 4

Drivers: Put safety first 
With the warmer weather, the 

children will be crossing the driveway 
to the playground more frequently.

Please place safety over convenience
when parking. Do not park at the front

door or within one car length of the
crosswalk. Please drive very slowly in

your swing around the driveway. Also,
when you enter the school driveway,

please turn off your cell phone.

“The word education

must not be understood 

in the sense of teaching

but of assisting the 

psychological develop-

ment of the child.”

—Dr. Maria Montessori
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